
Candidate Neighborhoods for  
Connection-Based Revitalization

Black dots represent candidate neighborhoods for connection-based revitalization. Click this link for an interactive version of this map 
that allows you to zoom in to your city of interest.  Download the full list of candidate neighborhoods here.

Our analysis of the HOPE VI Program demonstrates that place-based investments that connect low-income communities to surrounding 
areas can increase economic mobility. Although HOPE VI focused specifically on revitalizing distressed public housing, its lessons point to 
a broader strategy for expanding opportunity in neighborhoods across America through connection-based revitalization: policies that 
connect children in disadvantaged neighborhoods to more affluent peers living nearby – whether through changes in physical infrastructure 
and construction of mixed-income housing as in HOPE VI, programmatic initiatives, or investments in transit, public safety, or other systems.

To support efforts to connect communities to opportunity, we have identified a set of neighborhoods that currently offer low levels of 
opportunity but are surrounded by opportunity-rich areas. In particular, using publicly available data from the Opportunity Atlas and Census 
Bureau, we identify neighborhoods (Census tracts) in the largest metro areas in the United States that have high poverty rates and low rates of 
upward income mobility, but are surrounded by neighborhoods where children tend to have much higher incomes in adulthood.

Our analysis does not provide guidance on the specific interventions that might be appropriate in each neighborhood; the appropriate 
solution is likely to vary by setting. Our list of neighborhoods should therefore be viewed as a set of suggestions, with no guarantees regarding 
feasibility, costs, or potential returns from revitalization efforts. Furthermore, connection-based interventions likely will need to be paired 
with affordable housing initiatives to ensure low-income families can remain in revitalized areas and are not simply displaced. Other low-
opportunity areas may require broader, more comprehensive strategies that go beyond improving connections to nearby places.

You can view neighborhoods by region directly in the Opportunity Atlas. Open the Atlas using this link and type a city name into the search bar 
in the left-hand panel. This will allow you to zoom in to your region of choice and explore local neighborhoods.
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https://www.opportunityatlas.org/?%7B%22mapping%22%3A%22kfr%22%2C%22dataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22p25%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22compareDataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22pall%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22selectedChapterId%22%3A%22chapter1%22%2C%22compareFeatures%22%3A%22subgroup%22%2C%22selectedFeatureByID%22%3Anull%2C%22filters%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22mode%22%3A%22standardMode%22%2C%22mapBounds%22%3A%5B%5B-127.00000000000063%2C18.566309403061084%5D%2C%5B-63.00000000000057%2C53.60522390678395%5D%5D%2C%22floatingPanelIsMinimized%22%3Afalse%2C%22showStoryMarkers%22%3Afalse%2C%22showHistogram%22%3Afalse%2C%22propertyShownOnMap%22%3A%22kfr_rP_gP_p25_e%22%2C%22overlay%22%3A%22/HOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv%22%7D
https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv
https://opportunityinsights.org/paper/hopevi/
https://www.opportunityatlas.org/?%7B%22mapping%22%3A%22kfr%22%2C%22dataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22p25%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22compareDataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22pall%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22selectedChapterId%22%3A%22chapter1%22%2C%22compareFeatures%22%3A%22subgroup%22%2C%22selectedFeatureByID%22%3Anull%2C%22filters%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22mode%22%3A%22standardMode%22%2C%22mapBounds%22%3A%5B%5B-127.00000000000045%2C18.98776568012488%5D%2C%5B-63.00000000000021%2C53.3402700480319%5D%5D%2C%22floatingPanelIsMinimized%22%3Afalse%2C%22showStoryMarkers%22%3Afalse%2C%22showHistogram%22%3Afalse%2C%22propertyShownOnMap%22%3A%22kfr_rP_gP_p25_e%22%2C%22overlay%22%3A%22%2FHOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv%22%7D
https://www.opportunityatlas.org/?%7B%22mapping%22%3A%22kfr%22%2C%22dataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22p25%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22compareDataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22pall%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22selectedChapterId%22%3A%22chapter1%22%2C%22compareFeatures%22%3A%22subgroup%22%2C%22selectedFeatureByID%22%3Anull%2C%22filters%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22mode%22%3A%22standardMode%22%2C%22mapBounds%22%3A%5B%5B-127.00000000000045%2C18.98776568012488%5D%2C%5B-63.00000000000021%2C53.3402700480319%5D%5D%2C%22floatingPanelIsMinimized%22%3Afalse%2C%22showStoryMarkers%22%3Afalse%2C%22showHistogram%22%3Afalse%2C%22propertyShownOnMap%22%3A%22kfr_rP_gP_p25_e%22%2C%22overlay%22%3A%22%2FHOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv%22%7D


Case Example: Census Tracts Identified 
for Connection-Based Revitalization in 
San Francisco 

This map gives an illustrative example from 
San Francisco. The black markers highlight 
neighborhoods that are likely to benefit from 
connection-based revitalization. One such area 
is the Sunnydale neighborhood. Sunnydale 
includes a large public housing development 
and has historically been isolated from nearby 
higher-income areas. In 2019, the City of San 
Francisco began a revitalization project in the 
neighborhood, with an approach inspired by 
HOPE VI. Our research suggests that if these 
ongoing efforts succeed in strengthening 
connections between children in Sunnydale 
and higher-income families in surrounding 
communities, the project could generate lasting 
benefits for the children who grow up there.

Sunnydale is only one of the 1,333 neighborhoods in cities across America that appears on our list. Most of the other neighborhoods do 
not have public housing and are not currently undergoing major revitalization efforts. We hope the list serves as a useful resource for those 
working to expand economic opportunity in similar communities across the country.

Methodology

We start with a nationwide tract-level dataset built from three publicly available data sources: (1) the American Community Survey (2019–
2023 five-year estimates) for basic demographics and local economic conditions (e.g., population size, poverty rates, and median household 
income); (2) the Opportunity Atlas for measures of the long-run economic outcomes in adulthood among children who grew up in the tract; 
and (3) the NBER tract distance database to measure the distance between each Census tract and surrounding tracts.

We focus on Census tracts in the 100 largest metropolitan areas. We exclude non-residential tracts—areas with very small populations—and 
limit the sample to disadvantaged tracts, defined as places that are relatively low-income today and have low levels of upward mobility based 
on Opportunity Atlas measures.

For each tract, we measure the gap in economic opportunity between that tract and nearby tracts. To do so, we identify the 10 nearest tracts 
and measure the average adult incomes of children who grew up in each of those nearby tracts. We then define the opportunity gap as the 
difference between this variable and upward mobility within the tract itself (measured by the average adult incomes of children from low-
income families who grew up in the tract).

The candidate list includes tracts that either (a) have a large opportunity gap (above the 75th percentile), or (b) have among the five largest 
opportunity gaps within one of the 50 largest cities (to ensure coverage across major urban areas). Access a list of all neighborhoods and all 
variables used to identify candidate neighborhoods here. See Appendix E of the full paper for further details.  

Additional Resources
Explore Candidate Neighborhoods for Connection-Based Revitalization on the Opportunity Atlas 

Download List of Candidate Neighborhoods for Connection-Based Revitalization 

Sunnydale neighborhood
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https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv
https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HOPEVI_All_Candidate_Neighborhoods.csv
https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/HopeVI_Paper.pdf
https://www.opportunityatlas.org/?%7B%22mapping%22%3A%22kfr%22%2C%22dataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22p25%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22compareDataToggles%22%3A%7B%22parentIncome%22%3A%22pall%22%2C%22childRace%22%3A%22rP%22%2C%22childGender%22%3A%22gP%22%2C%22cohortTimeline%22%3A%22e%22%7D%2C%22selectedChapterId%22%3A%22chapter1%22%2C%22compareFeatures%22%3A%22subgroup%22%2C%22selectedFeatureByID%22%3Anull%2C%22filters%22%3A%5B%5D%2C%22mode%22%3A%22standardMode%22%2C%22mapBounds%22%3A%5B%5B-127.00000000000045%2C18.98776568012488%5D%2C%5B-63.00000000000021%2C53.3402700480319%5D%5D%2C%22floatingPanelIsMinimized%22%3Afalse%2C%22showStoryMarkers%22%3Afalse%2C%22showHistogram%22%3Afalse%2C%22propertyShownOnMap%22%3A%22kfr_rP_gP_p25_e%22%2C%22overlay%22%3A%22%2FHOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv%22%7D
https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/HOPEVI_Candidate_Neighborhoods_For_Connection_Based_Revitalization.csv

