
Social Interaction Matters — Children’s Outcomes Are 
Influenced by Changes in Employment Rates of Parents of 
Other Children in Their Own Grade Rather than Surrounding 
Grades
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Source: Chetty, Dobbie, Goldman, Porter, Yang. 
Changing Opportunity: Sociological Mechanisms Underlying Growing Class Gaps and Shrinking Race Gaps in Economic Mobility (July 2024) | Nontechnical Summary 

Figure Description
The teal line shows the impacts of changes 
in the employment rates of parents of 
children in their own birth cohort vs. 
surrounding birth cohorts. The orange line 
shows the share of high school friends that
children have in their own grade vs. other 
surrounding grades.

https://opportunityinsights.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ChangingOpportunity_Nontech.pdf

